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Background of School Based Assessment for Public Examinations  

In the context of public assessment, School-based Assessment (SBA) refers to assessments 

administered in schools and marked by students’ own teachers. SBA marks awarded will count 

towards students' public assessment results. However, there will not be separate reporting of SBA 

results in the Diploma.  

 

The primary rationale for SBA is to enhance the validity of the assessment, by including the 

assessment of outcomes that cannot be readily assessed within the context of a one-off public 

examination. SBA can also reduce dependence on the result of public examinations, which may not 

always provide the most reliable indication of the actual abilities of candidates. Obtaining 

assessments based on student performance over an extended period of time and developed by those 

who know the students best - their subject teachers - provides a more reliable assessment of each 

student. Another reason for including SBA is to promote a positive impact on teaching and learning. 

It can serve to motivate students by engaging them in meaningful activities; and for teachers, it can 

reinforce curriculum aims and good teaching practices, and provide structure and significance to an 

activity that they are in any case involved in on a daily basis, namely assessing their own students. 

 

Subjects with a SBA component taken by students at STC are as follows:  

Core Subjects:  

Chinese Language, English Language and Liberal Studies 

 

Elective Subjects 

Biology, Chemistry, Chinese Literature (in 2019), Information and Communication Technology, 

Physics and Visual Arts  

After the release of examination results, candidates may only submit an application to the HKEAA 

for rechecking of their SBA marks. They cannot apply for a re-assessment of their performance in 

SBA. Queries regarding SBA results must be resolved by schools before the submission of SBA 

marks to the HKEAA.  

 

In this regard, Shung Tak now has in place an Appeal Policy so students or parents who will like to 

appeal their SBA mark can apply to the Principal in writing.  

 

 



The following should be submitted: 

1. Letter from the Parent should be addressed to the Principal stating the subject, mark awarded, 

expected mark and the reasons why the mark is not a correct assessment of the child’ s 

performance in that subject.  

2. A statement specifying the grounds on which you are appealing. If you are appealing against 

assessment in more than one assessment component of the subject, you should attach a separate 

clearly labeled statement relating to each component. Each statement should be of no more than 

one page. Remember that it is your responsibility to provide a clear written statement giving the 

reasons for your appeal.  

3. Work that the child has completed.  

4.  any other documents that may be deemed as helpful.  

 

Reassessment of SBA Performance at Shung Tak 

Applications for reassessment should be submitted within 7 days (including weekends) after the 

release of the SBA mark. Parents will receive the SBA Mark Sheet. . 

 

Review Team’s composition: 

 Head of the Academic Committee 

 Panel Head of the subject being appealed/SBA Coordinator or a representative in the event that 

the panel head is also the teacher of the subject being appealed 

 other subject teacher (in the event of an appeal of a subject with 3 members or less, the whole 

panel will be involved) 

 a secretary assigned by the Academic Committee 

 

Process:| 

1. Score will be rechecked for technical errors such as arithmetic errors and incorrect mark entry. 

2.  A statistical analysis will be conducted to check the correlation between the marks obtained by 

the student in SBA and the more objective mark of that particular subject. Marks from daily 

work, the Interim Exam and the Final Examination may be referred to. 

3. If there is a high correlation between the 2 marks, no additional steps will be taken and the mark 

awarded will stand. 

4.  If there is a low correlation, the work will be remarked. Efforts would be made to  ensure that 

the works are remarked by a person other than the original marker. 

 

Outcome of Appeal Review Applications 

The student and parent will be notified of the outcome of the application in writing. The decision of 

the Appeal Committee is final. 
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