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Summer 2009 was a very special one for me. After plenty 

of training and hard work to organize ceremonies for a 

number of Think Great Events by Wiseman, nine 

Thinkseries leaders from Hong Kong and three other 

ambassadors from Guangzhou were chosen for an 

exchange trip to New Zealand. 

 

I was happy to head to New Zealand, renowned for its 

bungee jumping, skydiving and other extreme sports. 

After my 14-day trip to New Zealand, I discovered it was 

so much more than what it’s renowned for. 

  

Our destination was Christchurch, the garden city of New 

Zealand. My host parents were Judy and Eric, a 

semi-retired couple. As we drove home, I marveled at the 

sights but what was most wonderful and amazing to me 

was the clear blue sky, which is quite uncommon here in 

Hong Kong. 

 

Nature is everywhere in New Zealand and unlike the 

concrete jungle in Central; the middle of Christchurch was 

a Botanic Garden. In Hong Kong, concrete roads and 

streetlights cover most of the gardens as well as signs like, 

“Keep off the grass”. We had no “To-Do List”; instead we lay on the grass in the warm winter sun, 

starring at the sapphire sky as the clouds floated by. When it got a bit chilly, we grabbed some coffee at a 

café.  

 

During my 14-days in 

New Zealand, I never 

felt rushed as I explored 

the city. Perhaps I was 

affected by the lifestyle 

there. After classes at 

the Christchurch 

Polytechnic, I just went 

exploring and 

discovering the 

wonders of the city.  

 



New Zealanders’ lifestyle was really an eye 

opening experience for me.  My host parents, 

who are in their sixties, and are still working, 

are great examples of a good balance of work 

and play. Their offices are on the first floor of 

their house but they don’t spend the whole day 

there. They don’t skip meals in spite of their 

heavy workload. On Friday nights, they take 

time to go watch concerts or plays in the theatre. 

Work is important to them, yet life and quality 

time are more important. This attitude towards 

life and work is definitely a lesson Hong 

Kongers can learn from. 

 

New Zealanders’ friendliness and thoughtfulness also touched me deeply. My first dinner in New Zealand 

was Chinese cuisine, cooked by Judy, as she worried that I would not be so used to Western meals. How 

sweet! Their politeness also overwhelmed me. When New Zealanders get off the bus, they will thank the 

driver. The first time I heard a loud ‘thank you’ from a passenger, I was so taken aback. I wonder why 

Hong Kongers do not do the same thing? Is it because we are generally less grateful or is it because it is 

linguistically more difficult to say thank you in Cantonese than in English?  

 

New Zealanders also respect local culture. The last week I spent in New Zealand was the Maori Week, a 

government campaign that encourages New Zealanders to speak Kiwi and learn more about the natives of 

the country. The welfare of the Maori is not overlooked as the government care for both them and New 

Zealanders equally. The cultural heritage of the Maori and New Zealanders appear to be well preserved 

and passed to the next generation. 

 

So here are some things to know before exploring a city on your own in a foreign country: 

�  Get a city map, so you know where you are. 

�  Get to know about the public transport there and the route to get home. 

�  Learn a foreign language. The years of learning English suddenly become a life saving skill in a 

foreign country. 

�  Most importantly, bring some friends, discovering a city on your own can be fun, but traveling with 

your friends double it. 

 



About Kenneth Yiu 

Kenneth participated in the THiNKSeries Leaders’ Leadership Programme. The Programme aimed at nurturing 

future global leaders who are good all rounders. Winners were evaluated on  

·  global perspectives on how to make a better world through education 

·  innovative minds to use their talents (fondness for art, music, sport, language and technology) 

·  literary and academic achievements 

Out of hundreds of applicants, Kenneth was one of the 9 young leaders chosen to run and organize 

THINKSeries programmes in the year 2008-2009. In the summer of 2009, he spent time in New Zealand with 

the eight other leaders. 

 


