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This is certainly true of our study tours at Shung Tak Catholic English College in Hong Kong.  
 
A study tour is a travel experience with specific learning goals and our goal at STC is to emphasize 
experiential learning and offer both group and self-directed activities that enable learners to explore new 
territories, cultures, and people. In addition to all of the above, our tour to England was designed to be both 
fun and educational.   
 
Our tour enabled us to enjoy the local cuisine of fish and chips and pasties, socialize freely with the likes of 
the Queen, the Prime Minister, and Madonna and get to know the people at Moyles Court School where we 
spent the second part of our trip. We have made use of many of the rich cultural resources of the areas that 
we visited and made the most of our journey of a lifetime.  
 
Tour Highlights 
London, Cambridge, Oxford, Salisbury 
We started our trip in London, visiting some of the UK's most renowned museums – Natural History 
Museum, National Gallery and the British Museum; greatest sporting venues – Stamford Bridge and 
Emirates Stadium; spectacular West End to see ‘Wicked’; and a vast array of world famous sights and 
attractions including the Tower of London, London Bridge, Trafalgar Square, Buckingham Palace, London 
Eye, and Big Ben to name a few. We had a chance to visit all this and a lot more, even joining a drama 
workshop in the Pineapple Studio and learning a song from the musical Wicked before heading off to the 
theatre.  
 
In addition to the adventures in England’s capital, we ventured into the cities of Cambridge and Oxford and 
went on guided tours. The guided tours took us into world famous colleges that were rich with historical 
value. We saw vast campuses and historical sights while learning tidbits of information that you most likely 
would never find in a travel guide! Have you personally seen the apple tree that Isaac Newton was sitting 
under and inspired him to formulate his theory of gravitation? Have you looked at the Adoration of the Magi 
painting within the King’s College Chapel and heard about the damage caused by the thief? Or stood on the 
spot where the Oxford Martyrs were burnt at the stake? Being there and hearing these stories was truly eye-
opening.  
 
We also managed to take time to visit Stonehenge and Salisbury Cathedral, both of which were absolutely 
breath-taking. 
 
Ringwood 
Home to wild horses, ponies, cattle, donkeys, pigs and deer, Ringwood’s New Forest was the destination for 
our school experience. We were hosted by Moyles Court School where we were either hosted by other 
students and staff at their homes or by the school itself in their boarding premises on campus. The 
hospitality that we received was second to none and although there were similarities, the experiences we had 
were worlds apart when compared with what we have been used to in Hong Kong. Ringwood, with its free-
roaming horses and wildlife was indeed a great place to start the Year of the Horse. 
 
 

“Warning! 
Study tours are often reported to cause permanent changes in the brain, including 
increased perception and sensory awareness. Study tours are known to be habit-

forming and may result in a life-long addiction to travel adventure, global 
exploration, and experiential learning.” 



The food 
Let us not forget to talk about the cuisine we experienced during our trip to the UK. From the buffet style 
full English breakfasts we had every single morning for our time in London to the seemingly international 
pallet we enjoyed for the other meals, our bellies were never more than a moment away from being stuffed 
with the fine selection of food that will remain on our minds for a long time to come. Just ask any one of the 
students their opinions on the fabulously British Fish and Chips and pasties, their murmurs of excitement 
and longing will even bring rumblings of desire from your own stomachs! 
 
All in all, this educational programme and our immersion into the school life at Moyles Court School in 
Ringwood provided new experiences that stimulated and inspired. It also provided great learning 
experiences of lessons that cannot be learnt from within the pages of a school textbook. We are certain that 
everyone who took part, came away with a love of English, a love of the English, a love of travelling, a love 
of learning and the understanding that the world is a big and fascinating place, waiting to be explored by 
yourself or with us on the next STC Study Tour.  


