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Vision

We hope all our graduates, in addition to achieving value-
added academic performance, will develop a well-balanced
character and value systems compatible with Catholicism.

School Mission Statement

We follow our school motto ‘Ora et Labora (Pray and Work)’:
we encourage our students to do their best in academic pursuits
and glorify the Creator with their work.

We provide students with quality education which prepares
them to become citizens with independent thinking and full
social awareness in order to play a positive role in the ever-
changing world.

Billingualism is an important objective of the college. Through
enhancement of knowledge and basic skills in English and
Chinese, students will become better able to face the cultural
diversity and challenges of Hong Kong.



1 Our School

1.1 Brief Introduction

Shung Tak Catholic English College is an aided secondary school in Yuen Long sponsored
by the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong. The old school campus was situated in Shui Pin
Tsuen, Yuen Long, and was relocated to the present premises in Hung Shui Kiu in 1992. Co-
educational since its founding in 1958, the school is now operating 29 classes, from S.1 to S.7,
with approximately 1200 pupils, aged 11-19.

For the academic year 2009-2010, the school is preparing S.5 —S.7 students for the Hong
Kong Certificate of Education Examinations and Hong Kong Advanced Level Examinations;
and S.1 to S. 4 students for the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE)
Examination. The first cohort of student under the HKDSE will have their examinations in
2012.

Shung Tak is a highly sought after school as it offers education in the medium of English
which sets it far apart from its neighbours. The school’s Catholic background strengthens the
discipline and character of its students. The motto ‘Ora et Labora’ (Pray and Work) is part of
the life of every Shungtakian, past and present.

1.2 School Management

Our school joined the School Management Initiative Scheme in 1996 to implement school-
based management. The SMC then strongly believed that such a revamp of the school
management would certainly enable the SMC to hear more opinions on school improvement
and empower the school administration to formulate initiatives to enhance students’ learning
outcomes. The Board consists of not only representatives from the sponsoring body but has
members that represent all stakeholders of the College.

Year of |Sponsoring Body
Membership | Representatives

07/08 4 1 1 1 1 2

Principal| Parent Teacher | Alumni |Independent

08/09 3 1 1 1 1 2

09/10 3 1 1 1 1 2
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2 Our Students

2.1 Class Organization

The following table shows the class structure and the number of students in each level in the
school year 2009-10.

Each of the levels from Secondary One to Three and Five were divided into 5 classes, namely
J, L, M, P and S with the exception of Secondary 4 which was divided into 6 groups. At the
secondary four level, the additional class was called 4T. The letters of the class represented
justice, love, mercy, peace, spirituality and talentum. These traits were incorporated into the
teachings of the school and the Religious Education Department placed particular emphasis
on these principles.

Level S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 Total
No. of Classes 5 5 5 5 5 2 2 29
Boys 78 84 88 76 76 22 24 448
Girls 113 {120 |115 137 (133 |42 39 699
Total Enrolment 191 204 |203 213 |209 |64 63 1147

2.2 Students’ Promotion

In the past three years, all S.6 and S.4 places were filled by our own S.5 graduates and S.3
students respectively. A very small number of S.3 students were retained for unsatisfactory
academic performance.

100%
98%
96% E07/08
94% B08/09
92% - [109/10
90%

S31to S4 S6 places filled by own S5

2.3 Unfilled Places

Our school has an excellent reputation and is a highly sought-after secondary schools in the
Yuen Long and Tin Shui Wai areas. There was about six hundred primary six students
applying for our S.1 discretionary place.



2.4 Destination of Exit Students, including early exits

Pursuits of Secondary 5 Graduates
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2.5 Student Attendance

Our student attendance rate is high as the school places special emphasis on this. Failure to
meet minimum attendance rate may result in students not being able to participate in
examinations. The average attendance rate for the past 3 years is 98.5%.
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3  Our Teachers

3.1 Qualifications of Teachers

Number of teachers:

School Year 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
Number of Teachers 59 59 56
Percentages of teachers’ highest academic qualifications in the past 3 years
100%
o o
40% 508/09
0% I 09/10
0%
Master or Degree Tertiary S6/7 S5 or below
above Non-degree
Professional status of teachers in our school:
100%
80% — -
0% | HO07/08
10 [10&/09
A ||
109/10
20% B
0%

Professional

Qualification trained (Chi) trained (Eng)

Subject-

Subject-

Subject-
trained
(Maths)

English
Teachers

Putonghua

Teachers

meeting LPR meeting LPR



3.2 Teacher Experience
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3. 3 Teacher Professional Development

Our teachers showed high aspirations for multi-faceted professional development during the
academic year of 2009-10. Teachers interest was not only subject based but also emphasised
their goal to expose themselves to a variety of teaching strategies and classroom management
techniques.

Teachers also continued to prepare for the challenge of the new academic system where all
students will be expected to complete three years of junior secondary education followed by
three years of senior secondary education by taking part actively in New Senior Secondary
curriculum focussed seminars and workshops organized by the Education Bureau and the
Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority.

Teachers of the core subjects of English Language, Chinese Language, Math and Liberal
Studies are well prepared for the challenges ahead as a large percentage of teachers on these
panels have taken not only the compulsory seminars and workshops helping them deal with
School Based Assessment, Understanding and Interpreting the Curriculum and Assessing
Student Learning but have also taken the courses on the elective modules to be offered in
their subject area.

The Continuous Professional Development hours mounted to almost 1136.25 hours not
including the hours of studying part time, time spent on in-house staff development
programmes, sharing sessions after the staff meetings, seminars with other Diocesan schools,
and also inter-Diocesan school visits by the Chinese Language, Economics, Science, Maths
and English Language departments. At the inter-school sharing sessions, teachers had the
opportunity to share teaching pedagogy and achievements.

Peer observations and peer learning continue to play a key role in teacher development at the
College. The staff mentorship programme also helped new teachers fit into the culture of the
school better and provided support in the subject specific area.

The year of 2009-2010 was also Staff Appraisal Year and this offered more interflow with
the Academic Head on teaching goals and strategies. The exercise also gave the time for
teachers to do some reflection and set new goals for themselves.



3.4 Staff Turnover

Staff appointed in 2009-10 : Mr. MY Chan Ms. LM Chiu
Mr. FC Fong Ms. ML Ho
Ms. HC Kwan Mr. SK Leung
Ms. YC Lau Ms. WS Woo

Staff appointments ending in 2009-10:  Mr. WM Cheung Ms LM Chiu
Mr. FC Fong Ms. SF Ng
Ms. ML Ho Ms. WS Woo

4. Achievements and Evaluation

4.1 General Comments and Evaluation

4.1.1 Capacity Enhancement Grant

This grant was used to employ teaching assistants for the Chinese Language and Math
Departments, a tutor for the Marching Band, a Information Technology technician for the
Information Technology development and for contributions to the Mandatory Provident Fund
for staff not covered by other pension schemes.

The contract teacher for Math helped with remedial classes in S 1 to 4 and with enhancement
programmes through co-teaching in Secondary 5M, 4J, 4T and 3M. This measure meant that
weaker students were offered special help in the class and that individual specific needs were
attended to. Training was also provided for Math high achievers of the junior forms and for
competition preparation like the Pui Ching Invitation Math Competition and the HKYMHA
Selection Contest. This teacher also assisted the Math Club in organizing math related
activities.

The Chinese Department was also provided an additional resource person for the department.
The assistant helped teachers with teaching material, clerical work, oral support and helped in
the oral lessons for Secondary 1 and 7 classes. In addition to helping the Chinese Department
promote Chinese activities, the assistant was also able to provide help to students who are
weak in Chinese through additional practices at lunchtime, and tutorial classes in writing and
comprehension after school.

The Marching Band tutor helped to develop students’ musical and aesthetic skills, discipline,
confidence and independence. Their participation in a number of Hong Kong wide activities
help to widen students experiences. This also offered them the opportunities to learn from
other competitors. Self esteem and confidence were also boosted.



4.1.2 Additional Support for English Medium Teaching Grant

The use of this fund was divided into three major areas, namely Professional Curriculum
development of teachers, promoting language across the curriculum and creating an English-
rich environment for the school.

For the first measure of professional development for the staff, this was not met as the
proposed measures were not offered by the Education Bureau. Since the measure had been
shelved in the past and was only recently restarted, it was decided that the school would not
reapply again for the money to be carried forward to the next year.

For the measure of promoting language across the curriculum, we were happy to be able to
employ a tutor to provide phonics and phonetics workshops for our teachers who use English
as the medium of instruction. Some English teachers also took the initiative to join this course
as well. It is unfortunate, though, that the number of classes could not be more as either
teachers who joined the workshop or the tutor was unavailable. Teachers did find the
workshops very useful, as they were able to get personal attention to some of the difficulties
they themselves had in using English as the medium of instruction. The key benefit gained
was the confidence of teachers was boosted.

The Visual Arts department was also able to benefit form this measure by hiring an English-
speaking tutor to provide a Mixed Media Art workshop where students were equipped with
skills in making art using different media. The Visual Arts Department will exhibit their
works in the new academic year 2010-2011. In the meantime, they have highlighted the
works of students in the newly published yearbook of the school, ‘the Shung Tak Chronicle.’

For the measure of creating an English-rich language environment, the funds have really
provided a good source of income to get experts in the school to offer workshops in public
speaking, prose reading, story-telling; hiring a professional group to stage an interactive
drama, Robin Hood’, and purchasing English movies, books and posters to promote English
reading and viewing programmes around the campus.

The grant has certainly helped to provide a richer English language environment and broaden
the English language experiences of teachers and students.

4.1.3 Teacher Professional Preparation Grant

The English Department used this grant to employ a teaching assistant to help with the
running of the department. Her main duties included inputting data for statistical analysis to
facilitate assessment for learning, making arrangements for the Hong Kong Schools Speech
Festival, contacting students to inform them of extra classes details, follow up on circulars for
the department and also preparing entries for other competitions like the Think Great Awards
and the Budding Poet Awards. Arrangements for the study tours abroad, KET and PET
arrangements, input of marks for SBA for the Hong Kong and Examinations Authority, oral
timetabling and running of oral examinations, also required the help of this Assistant. The
help provided by this assistant is integral for the success of this department.

This grant also was used for contributions to the Mandatory Provident Fund for staff.



4.2. Major Concern 1:

To develop a campus atmosphere imbued with justice, love, mercy, peace and spirituality

Classes were named J, L, M, P and S in accordance to the Christian values and principles of
justice, love, mercy, peace and spirituality for the year. The Religious Education committee
worked on incorporating these principles into their teaching and as students presented in the
morning assembly, these traits were given special emphasis to. Class teachers were also
conveying the same messages in the classrooms so that students can relate better to the value
associated with their class. Sunshine calls made to parents by class teachers, the assignment
of two class teachers to each lower form class, the PATHS Programme for Secondary 1
students, the Blood Donation and Organ Signing Campaign and the Board Decoration
Competition are examples of some of the programmes that also helped to solidify experiences
on these values.

A big and new venture for the school this year was the Poverty Exposure Programme to
Cambodia which offered opportunities to raise students’ awareness towards injustice in the
society, and to highlight the values of love and mercy. The project also helped students
develop empathy. Students’ lives were especially enriched as they see how much the poor
and those who have so little are able to appreciate the little things they have in life. The
Cambodians’ ability to savor moments in life and to just enjoy life and be thankful for the
little things that life offers also raised Shungtakians awareness of how fortunate they are and
how to be more appreciative of all the chances and opportunities they have.

The lunchtime cells groups formed by the Religious Education Committee continue to
depend the Christian values through its work by KATSO and Pioneers of Christ. The Current
Issues Society and the Civic and Moral Education group also promoted activities that got
students more involved in giving service to the community.

The English Department organized different activities in conjunction with the Music
Department, the Parent Teacher Association, the Students Union and other clubs to raise
students’ awareness of the needs of others in society through its fund raising activity held in
December for Operation Santa Claus. This project not only offered the chance for the school
to show its care to the less fortunate in the community but also gave students opportunities to
develop skills in creativity and independence. The school in fact won the South China
Morning Post’s and Radio Television Hong Kong’s “Most Creative School Award’. The
prize Giving Ceremony was well attended by the Principal and five student representatives.
The school was given media coverage in the Young Post’s article ‘Schools Dig Deep’ where
our achievements were highlighted.

On the religious side, liturgical services, such as School Opening and Closing Ceremonies,
Christmas Service & Benediction Mass for S5 and S7 students were organized to enable our
students to feel that God provides for us and cares about our well being all the time. These
solemn occasions offered the chances for students to learn to respect themselves and to be
grateful for what we have through our service to others. Other prayer meetings were regularly
organized in the School Chapel and in front of the Marian Shrine to imbue a rich sense of
community in a spiritual milieu. Students enriched their knowledge, language and social
awareness through the weekly readings of Kung Kao Pao. Through participating in the annual
Caritas Bazaar and Lenten Charity Campaign, students were able to practise what our Lord
Jesus has taught, “Love your neighbour as yourselves” was the major theme stressed on.
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4.3 Major Concern 2

To nurture students to be confident, responsible and independent learners

The results of our HKALE and HKCEE exceeded expectations. Our university admission rate
is 96.8 percent with the best individual result for the Advanced Level Examination being 3As,
IB and 1C. For the HKCEE, 94.2% of our students are able to meet the minimum
requirements of E and above but what is most pleasing is that we were able to receive a
record number of seven students qualifying for early admission to the university. Our best
individual result is six As and two 5%*.

Students are encouraged daily to take initiative and responsibility for their own learning
through more self-directed learning methods being employed in class. Students are also
encouraged to continuously strive for excellence through reflecting on their daily learning
experiences and opportunities given to them outside the classroom so that they can find
meaning in what they are doing in school. Through the exchange student scheme with the
American Field Service (AFS) and Education First (EF), and through exchanges with the two
cities in Italy of Rome and Udine, and a study tour to England, students were afforded the
chance to learn more about the world and to establish relationships with students from other
parts of the world.

In the classrooms, teachers offered more interactive lessons. They asked more open questions
and focused more on peer assessment and learning through the building in of School Based
Learning Portfolios into their curriculum. The e-class platform also offered further chances to
students to develop a more responsible approach in learning. The Student Learning Profile
that has also been implemented really helps students on be on task by asking them to record
all the activities that they have participated in.

Co-curricular activities in the Humanities, Science and Language areas were arranged to help
students take more initiative in learning and to give some groups of students to extend their
learning outside the classrooms. The Mock Trial Competition, the NESTA Debate
Competition were also wonderful chances for our students to interact with students from
different schools. It also gave them the challenge to prepare and face challenges of
competitions and overcoming them, in fact bringing great honour to the school.

The English Department provides students with opportunities to take initiative for their own
learning through a series of activities. The newly added English Speech Contest that offers
training and competition for the neighboring primary schools offered a new challenge for our
student helpers who had to train students to recite poetry with meaning. The department also
continues to work on Operation Santa Claus, English Fun Day for Primary Six students and
English workshops in the primary schools later in the school year. These activities give them
the chance to truly show their ability to take initiative for their own learning as they work
with peers in preparing tasks and improving the quality of the activities they themselves
provide. The Hong Kong School Speech Festival is another platform available to students to
take responsibility for their own learning. Other opportunities that the department has given
to students includes the Think Great Series Competition, the YODAC Lions Quest and Youth
Outreach Awareness Debating Competition, the Standard Chartered Hong Kong Public
Speaking Contest, the Hong Kong Budding Poets Competition and the Coca Cola Challenge
where our Secondary 1 student won the ambassador award for Hong Kong. Awards received
were certainly indicative of the ability of students to take charge of their own learning and the
growing number of participants shows that students do indeed care and make the effort to
take learning outside the classroom.
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Other subject departments also leave no stone unturned in the search for ways to help
students acquire independent learning skills. Panels like Liberal Studies put a lot of emphasis
on cooperative learning aiming at enhancing learning motivation and responsibility. Visits to
Stanley and to Shanghai also show students that learning does not necessary just take place in
the classroom and every opportunity they have can be made into a learning outcome. Special
mention must be given to the collaborative venture between the Parent Teacher Association
and the Business, Accounting and Financial Studies Department for taking on the challenge
of setting up a booth for the Chinese New Year Fair. This provided students a hands-on
chance to put what they have learnt into action. The Physical Education Department also took
students to Guangzhou Sports University to widen their experiences in sports training during
the summer of 2010.

Students are also given an endless number of opportunities through the clubs, houses and
committees like the Civic Education Committee which organized activities like the Shung
Tak Forum, participation sessions in the City Forum and even a Visit to the Legislative
Council where they had tea with Mr. Tsang Yuk Shing.

The school continues to strive for excellence in all it does. The variety of activities, different
kinds of learning experiences will continue to be part of the education of Shung Tak. It is
hoped that students really learn to be ever-learning, responsible, independent and confident
learners.

4.4. Major Concern 3

To promote interactive classroom teaching and develop vertical curriculum and assessment
strategies, which help students acquire analytical and critical thinking skills.

The school continues to put emphasis on the interactive classroom where students participate
as equal partners in an ongoing discovery process. Different departments continue to use a
variety of strategies to help achieve this aim including organizing students into small groups
and encouraging these small groups to engage in collaborative small-group activities such as
discussions and problem solving. Students are actively learning and these guided inquiry
classes are where interactive learning, peer-lead team learning, and student-focused learning
happen. Some departments have been more successful in achieving this aim and it is hoped
that more departments will see the use of this method in helping our students become more
critical and analytical lifelong independent learners.

The use of peer observation, panel observation, inter-school sharing and observation also
helped to raise teachers awareness of the strategies discussed as they were a main focus for
the observation and this alone helped teachers to be more aware of pedagogy used in the
classrooms. The School Based Assessment Scheme and the Portfolios also creates chances
for students to take charge of and be responsible for their learning.

The Continuous Assessment reporting of marks that took the place of the Organised Tests in
Secondary Four is another big change that helped students to be continuously learning.
Departments have also given some consideration to the homework policy that is an essential
part of the learning process as it helps students to be able to create connections without
external guidance. Using classroom time for learning and discussing new material,
information, writing ideas, and basic skills forces students to come to class having prepared
the assignment; students quickly become aware that any lack of preparation on their part
holds back the entire class. This approach allows students to feel as if they are part of an

12



intellectual community: each student feels responsible for arriving in class with an ability to
contribute to their peers’ learning. Discussions that pursue in class will allow students to
approach and to examine their own ideas, connections, and conclusions, giving them a greater
sense of achievement as they are respected.

The vertical curriculum prepared by the Math, Chinese and English Departments was an
important goal for the school as successful learners are able to connect what they know with
new information. The vertical alignment of creating use for previous years’ information and
building on that knowledge in successive years will create excited learners as it enables
students to create their own connections thus enhancing self esteem and further establishing
their sense of self. Correct vertical curriculum alignment improves student performance by
decreasing the amount of instructional time consumed with re-teaching concepts.

13



5 Financial Summary (2009-10)

Income $ Expenditure $

I. GOVERNMENT FUND

(1) Operating Expenses Block Grant
(a) General domain

Admin. Grant (Salaries for non-teaching staff) 3,443,083 3,391,488
School & Class Grant (Daily running cost) * 646,833 653,717
Consolidated Subject Grant 184,335 112,161
Composite Information and Technology 335,307 663,993
Supplementary Grant 162,464 113,684
Other Grants (including Enhancement Grant, Noise Abatement Grant, etc) 399,240 400,383

sub-total: 5,171,262 5,335,425

(b) Special domain

Grants related to student support (including Programme Fund, etc.) 7,037 1,479

Grants related to extensive reading 0 20,084
Capacity Enhancement Grant 458,927 305,172
sub-total: 465,964 326,735

(2) Composite Furniture and Equipment Grant 423,463 352,311
(3) Teacher Professional Preparation Grant 0 122,230
(4) Additional Support for Adopting English-medium Teaching Grant 0 71,793
(5) Enhanced Senior Sec. Curr. Support Grant 421,140 402,577
(6) Learning Support Grant 130,000 168,951
(7) Diversity Learning Grant - Other Programmes 35,000 25,440

Il. SCHOOL FUNDS (GENERAL FUNDS)

Tong Fai 338,226 266,896
Sun Hung Kei 305,000 315,000
Scholarship 50,759 54,559
Collection of fees for electricity charges of air-conditioners in Classrooms 114,700 114,700

sub-total: 808,685 751,155
Total Deficit for 2009/10 school year up to 31 August 2010 -101,103

* Electricity charge was partly paid by the air-conditioning fees collected from students.
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6 Performance of Students

6.1 Students’ Physical Development

Body Mass Index of Boys (Normal range: 18.5 —22.9)
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Physical Fitness Test
. Percentage of students reaching the
Ttems Requirement requirement in 2009-10
Skinfolds 10.3%-20.1% 76%
Sit-ups 36 per min 62%
Sit-and-reach 27 cm 69%
Push-ups 16 times 61%
O-minute run 1650 m 46%
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Students’ Weight

Students’ Weight of Girls
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6.2 Students’ Reading Habit

Number of books borrowed from the school library:

Level Number of books borrowed
2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010

Secondary One 2065 2564 1910
Secondary Two 1678 1357 1573
Secondary Three 1063 1741 768
Secondary Four 1684 1400 2036
Secondary Five 1316 1714 1396
Secondary Six 194 371 480
Secondary Seven 206 135 375

Students do also borrow books from the Avid Reader Club run by the English Department.
This library stocks a very extensive and updated collection of books and movies.

6.3 Hong Kong Attainment Tests (Pre-S1)

All secondary one students sit for an attainment test provided by EDB after their registration.
The test provides general information about their academic standards in the three core
subjects before their studies in our school. The following table shows the passing percentages
of the attainment tests in the past three years.

Result of Attainment Test (Passing Percentages)
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60.00% — || |m0708
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0.00%

Chinese English Mathematics
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6.4 Hong Kong TSA

All students of Secondary Three are expected to complete the written assessments in the
Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics. The following is the information for
the 2010 TSA examinations.

Subject Number of Number of School Territory Wide
students students Percentage of Percentage
completing | achieving Basic students Of Students
written Competency achieving Basic | achieving Basic
assessments Competency Competency
Chinese Language 195 191 98 77
English Language 194 194 100 69
Mathematics 194 190 98 80

6.5 Public Examinations Results

The table below shows the overall performance in the public examinations of 2010:

HKCEE HKALE

No of students sat 209 No of students sat 63

% of students awarded grade E 9429

or above in at least 5 subjects ' % of students awarded the

% of students awarded 14 minimum entrance requirements | 96.8%

points or more in the best 6 68.9% for local degree courses

subjects

No of distinctions (grade A) 129 No of distinctions (grade A) 23

No of credits (grades B & C) 658 No of credits (grades B & C) 172

Best individual results 6? 2;1d Best individual result 3AIBIC
2(5
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Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination Results, 2010

HKALE Credit Percentage 2010
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Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination Results, 2010

HKCEE Credit Percentage 2010
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Scholarships and Excellence in Public Examinations
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Excellence in Competitions
P dnyag

World Cultures Fiesta was a 3 month
long programme organized by ET
English and English Street. The focus of
the group was on the history of Italy and
promoting Italian culture. Huge win of
promoting Italian culture in an authentic
way.

2009 61st Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival Results

B Champion (24)

B 1st runner-up (24)
B12nd runner-up (33)
DIMerit (353)
BProficiency (127)
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Excellence in Competitions
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